
 

 

AZIM PREMJI TOPS EDELGIVE HURUN INDIA 
PHILANTHROPY LIST 2020, FOLLOWED BY 

SHIV NADAR & MUKESH AMBANI 

 Total donations in the list increase by 175% to INR 12,050 
crore in 2020 

 Number of  individuals who have donated more than INR 10 
crore increases from 37 to 78 this year 

 With a donation of INR 27 crore, Amit Chandra,52, and 
Archana Chandra, 49, of A.T.E. Chandra Foundation are the 
first and only professional managers to ever enter the 
Edelgive Hurun India Philanthropy List 

 Kumara Mangalam Birla and Anil Agarwal moved into the top 
5 

 At age 37, Binny Bansal is the youngest in the list 
 With 36 individuals, Mumbai is home to most of the 

philanthropists in Edelgive Hurun India philanthropy list 
2020, followed by New Delhi (20) and Bengaluru (10) 

 Education the most favored cause with 90 philanthropists 
cumulatively donating INR 9,324 crores 

 With 84 donors, healthcare registered a 111% increase in 
cumulative donation, followed by disaster relief & 
management, which had 41 donors, 

 With a donation of INR 47 crore, Rohini Nilekani, 61, was the 
most generous woman philanthropist in the list 

 
Mumbai, November 10, 2020: Hurun India and EdelGive today released the 
seventh edition of EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2020. Azim Premji & 
family, the Founder-Chairman of Wipro topped the 2020 list, while Shiv Nadar, 
Founder-Chairman of HCL Technologies, ranked second; followed by richest 
Indian Mukesh Ambani, Chairman, Reliance Industries at the third spot. The fourth 
spot was earned by Kumar Mangalam Birla, Chairman, Aditya Birla Group 
followed by Anil Agarwal, Chairman, Vedanta Group at the 5th spot. 
 
The 2020 EdelGive Hurun Philanthropy List showcases 112 people, up 12% 
against the 2019 edition. Mumbai topped the preferred city of residence for top 
philanthropists with 36 names from the city being a part of this edition. Delhi and 
Bengaluru followed as second and third cities respectively. Education remained 
the biggest cause supported by the donors in India but - mirroring Hurun’s Global 
Philanthropy List. Healthcare and water conversation witnessed a spike in 
donations compared to last year. 



 
 

 

 

 
“Reports of this nature are rare, but give us deep insight into the philanthropic 
sector and the patterns of giving that are ever-evolving. This year, we also looked 
at our methodology very closely – ensuring we keep the process transparent and 
proactively invite leaders of a diverse group to participate in the list. I am certain 
the EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List will inspire a lot of new 
philanthropists towards strategic giving.” – Vidya Shah, Chairperson and CEO, 
EdelGive Foundation. 

 
Twenty-eight philanthropists entered EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List 
2020 for the first time. The top new additions in the list are S D Shibulal of Infosys 
with a donation of INR 32 crore, followed by Amit and Archana Chandra of A.T.E. 
Chandra Foundation who donated INR 27 crore, and Shri Ram Beriwala & Shyam 
Sunder Beriwala of Shyam Steels who donated INR 19 crore. 
 
Anas Rahman Junaid, MD and Chief Researcher of Hurun India said: “The 
preferred cause of India’s top philanthropists has been education, although 
poverty alleviation has grown dramatically to become the second most popular 
cause this year.  I hope the Hurun Philanthropy List can help people understand 
the mindset of some of India’s most successful entrepreneurs and philanthropists, 
as well as inspire future generations to give back.” 

 
Rohini Nilekani, who donates through Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies, is India’s 
most generous woman, followed by Anu Aga & family of Thermax. While Binny 
Bansal is the only philanthropist under the age of 40 to enter the philanthropy list.  
 
EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List tracks donations measured by the value 
of their cash or cash equivalents from April 2019 to March 31, 2020. This year’s 
EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2020 features individuals who have 
donated INR 5 crore or more during the period under review. 
 
The average age is 66, three years older than entrepreneurs on the Hurun India 
Rich List, and two years older than philanthropists on last year's EdelGive Hurun 
India Philanthropy List. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Methodology 
 
To put together a comprehensive list of the largest philanthropists of India is an almost 
impossible task. However, we believe at Hurun Report that, the EdelGive Hurun India 
Philanthropy List is the most serious and authoritative effort to date, identifying the 
individuals and highlighting the causes they donate to. To make this list, the Hurun Report 
surveyed India’s most successful entrepreneurs, including those from the Hurun India Rich List 
2020, meticulously cross-referencing the results with media reports and charitable 
foundations. In the course of the research, Hurun Report attended non-profit related 
seminars, as well as meeting with scholars, experts, philanthropists, and senior members of 
charitable foundations. 
 
Hurun Report includes cash and cash equivalents pledged with legally binding commitments 
for the twelve months from 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020 and the latest available CSR data 
filed with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. Since most of the PM Care Fund donations were 
announced after the cutoff date, the same is not considered for arriving at the total donation 
unless it is mentioned in FY 20 CSR spend in the annual report of the respective companies. 
 
Hurun Report included donations made by companies in which an individual had a significant 
share by applying the percentage the individual has of the company on the donations. So, for 
example, Biocon for the period made donations of INR 8 crore, and Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw 
holds 60.68% of the shares of the company, so Hurun Report recorded Shaw’s donations as 
INR 4.92 crore. In 2015, Azim Premji had transferred a significant part of his shareholding 
amounting to 39% of the shares of Wipro to trust and foundation, which has been taken into 
account that year. Since this is a one-time philanthropic donation, it has not been included 
this year. 
 
The list includes the only individual born and bred in India regardless of the passport they 
currently hold. Values are rounded, and past figures are subject to exchange rate fluctuations.   



 
 

 

 

Disclaimer and Notices  
 
This report has been prepared by Hurun Report India and EdelGive Foundation. All the data 
collection has been done by Hurun Report India using a systematic methodology. This report 
is meant for information purposes only. Reasonable care and caution have been taken in 
preparing this report. The information contained in this report has been obtained from 
sources that are considered reliable and that which is available in the public domain. By 
accessing and/or using any part of this report, the user accepts this disclaimer and exclusion 
of liability which operates to the benefit of Hurun Report India and EdelGive Foundation. 
Hurun Report India and EdelGive Foundation do not guarantee the accuracy, adequacy, or 
completeness of any information contained in the report and neither shall it be responsible 
for any errors or omissions in or for the results obtained from the use of such information. No 
third party whose information is referenced in this report, under the credit to it, assumes any 
liability towards the user with respect to its information. Hurun Report India and EdelGive 
Foundation, shall not be liable for any decisions made by the user based on this report 
(including those of investment or divestiture) and the user takes full responsibility for their 
decisions made based on this report. Hurun Report India and EdelGive Foundation shall not 
be liable to any user of this report (and expressly disclaim liability) for any loss, damage of any 
nature, including but not limited to direct, indirect, punitive, special, exemplary, 
consequential losses, loss of profit, loss of business and economic loss regardless of the cause 
of the form of action and regardless of whether or not any such loss could have been foreseen. 
 
* The report belongs to Hurun Report India. Any third party brands, names, or trademarks 
contained in the report belong to the relevant third parties. 
 
About EdelGive Foundation 
 
EdelGive Foundation is a grant-making organization, helping build and expand philanthropy in 
India by funding and supporting the growth of small to mid-sized grassroots NGOs committed 
to empowering vulnerable children, women, and communities. This approach has enabled the 
foundation to be a go-to partner of choice for Indian and foreign funders wanting to engage 
with the Indian development ecosystem.  
 
Our unique philanthropic model places us at the center of grant-making, by providing initial 
grants and by managing funding from other institutional and corporate partners. 
Consequently today, EdelGive functions as a Philanthropic Fund Manager and Advisor 
between grant-makers and credible NGOs. Our grants are used towards both the financial and 
non-financial needs of the organizations we support. Apart from adding capacity and scale, 
grants are used towards building the operating capabilities of this special cohort of NGOs.  
 
Over the last 13 years, EdelGive has supported over 150 organisations across 111 districts in 
14 states of India, influencing commitments of over INR 3.31 billion in Philanthropy.  
 
For more information on EdelGive Foundation please visit: www.edelgive.org  
 
 
 
 

http://www.edelgive.org/


 
 

 

 

About the Hurun Report       
 
Hurun Report is a leading luxury publishing and events group established in London in 1998 
with a strong presence in China and India. It is widely recognized world-over for its 
comprehensive evaluation of the wealthiest individuals across the globe. Hurun Report is the 
largest compiler of the rich list globally. 
 
Hurun Report Inc. has four divisions: Hurun Report Media, a stable of digital media and four 
magazines; Hurun Research Institute; Hurun Conferences, an active events division targeting 
entrepreneurs and high net worth individuals; and Hurun Investments, a USD20m early-stage 
venture capital fund with investments into tech, media, retail, and education. 
 
About Hurun India 
 
“Promoting Entrepreneurship Through Lists and Research” 
 
HurunIndia commenced operations in 2012 and has been bringing to light stories of successful 
and emerging Indian entrepreneurs ever since, felicitating them at a bouquet of Hurun events 
hosted Pan-India. 
 
Hurun India serves as India’s definitive voice celebrating wealth creation, innovation, and 
growth. Last year, Hurun further expanded its repertoire by releasing the Hurun Global Rich 
List 2020, a ranking of the 2,816 US dollar billionaires, the so-called ‘Nine-Zero Club’, currently 
in the world, and the ninth India Rich List which ranks the 827 richest individuals in India, 
allowing for comparisons between some of the most dynamic economies in the world. The 
purpose of this list is to try and tell the story of modern India through the eyes of an 
entrepreneur. For the full details, please refer to on www.hurunindia.net. 
 
The Hurun India Philanthropy List ranks the most generous individuals in India and is now on 
its 5th anniversary. Indians give much more generously than many have previously understood.  
 

The Hurun Real Estate Rich List ranks the top real estate developers in the country and is now 
on the 4th anniversary. 
 

In 2018, Hurun Report launched the Hurun India Women Rich List, aimed at celebrating the 
success stories of some of the most amazing women wealth creators and inheritors.  
 

In 2019, Hurun India Art List was launched, aimed at tracking some of the most successful 
artists who are alive today by way of cumulative auction prices. This we believe is a watershed 
moment in the art history of India, where we expect more entrepreneurs to start collecting.  
 

In 2019, Hurun Luxury Consumer Survey was debuted to understand and speak about 
spending habits of ultra-high net worth individuals.  
 

In 2020, Hurun India Unicorn Index was debuted to track and speak about the top young 
wealth creators of the country. 
 

http://www.hurunindia.net/


 
 

 

 

For the full details, please refer to on www.hurunindia.net 

 

For media inquiries, please contact: 
 

Rohit Yagnik 

Fortuna PR 

+91 98338 07272 

rohit@fortunapr.com 

Sharjil Sheikh 

Fortuna PR 

+91 99202 31055 

sharjil@fortunapr.com 

Vineeth Chandrababu 

Hurun Report India 

+91 99950 61106 

vineeth@hurunindia.net 

Lynette Dsouza 

Edelweiss Group 

+91 99208 47823 

Lynette.Dsouza@edelweissfin.com 
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